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August 15, 2023 Submitted to: 

 objections-pacificsouthwest-regional-office@usda.gov; 

 comments-pacificsouthwest-sequoia@usda.gov; 

 and via e-mail to: 

Teresa Benson – Sequoia National Forest Supervisor 

Chris Sanders – Western Divide District Ranger, Sequoia National Forest 

Arvind Bhuta – Kern River District Ranger, Sequoia National Forest 

Jennifer Eberlein – Regional Forester, USDA Forest Service Region 5 

Gary Church – Objection Reviewing Officer, Region 5  

Al Olson – Director, Ecosystem Management, Region 5 

 

Subject: Wolves in the Sequoia National Forest – Significant New Information and the 

need for ESA Consultation re Various Projects in the Greenhorn Mountains 

 

We were thrilled to learn that a female gray wolf and her four offspring (two males and two 

females) have made it to the Sequoia National Forest/Giant Sequoia National Monument.  We 

hope they will make it their permanent home.  If you haven’t seen them, here are two videos of 

the mother wolf howling, see:  https://www.instagram.com/p/Cv2o4i5RaNv/?img_index=1 

(posted by Michelle Harris of Colibri Ecological Consulting LLC). 

 

On behalf of Sequoia ForestKeeper (SFK), the Kern-Kaweah Chapter of the Sierra Club (SC), 

the Sequoia Taskforce of the Sierra Club (STF), the John Muir Project of Earth Island Institute 

(JMP), and the Tule River Conservancy (TRC), I am submitting comments and providing notice 

that the Forest Service has a legal obligation under NEPA to take a hard look at the effects of 

various project activities, based on this significant new information regarding the presence of 

wolves in the Sequoia National Forest and Giant Sequoia National Monument.  And because the 

gray wolf is listed as endangered under the Endangered Species Act in California, the Forest 

Service has a legal obligation to consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service regarding all 

management that may affect these wolves. 

 

While the exact location of the five wolves has not been disclosed, as best as we can deduce they 

were first sighted in the Western Divide Ranger District on July 6, 2023 by Colibri Ecological 

Consulting where that organization has been working.  And since wolves roam widely, have 

large territories, and can cover substantial distances in one day, it is likely that they are not only 

using the entire Western Divide Ranger District but may also be roaming south along the 

Greenhorn Mountains crest into the Kern River Ranger District. 

 

Immediately, this new information implicates ongoing actions the Forest Service is currently 

implementing, including the Region 5 Post-Disturbance Hazardous Tree Management 

Project and the Emergency Response, R5 Giant Sequoia Groves Fuels Reduction and 

Restoration Projects.  The Forest Service should place a pause on those actions and, in 

https://www.instagram.com/p/Cv2o4i5RaNv/?img_index=1%20
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consultation with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, determine whether any activities associated 

with those and other projects could adversely affect the wolves. 

 

Moreover, in the near future several other project activities could also cause direct, indirect, and 

cumulative effects, such as those proposed in the Castle Fire Ecological Restoration Project 

and the Windy Fire Ecological Restoration Project.  For both projects, NEPA has been 

completed but the Biological Assessments (BAs) and Environmental Assessment (EAs) have not 

considered or assessed the effects from management activities on gray wolves.  While, of course 

this is not the fault of the Forest Service, NEPA now requires the Forest Service to take a step 

back and make sure these analyses are conducted and that ESA consultation is completed before 

it issues final decisions for these projects.  Cumulatively, other actions may also need to consider 

the effects on these wolves, such as the French Fire Restoration Project to the south in the 

Greenhorn Mountains in the Kern River Ranger District. 

 

Project and Cumulative Effects on Wolves 

 

The significant new information of the presence of wolves requires supplemental analyses.  In 

doing so, NEPA requires the Forest Service to consider the potential direct, indirect, and 

cumulative effects on wolves.  Moreover, the ESA requires that the Forest Service find ways to 

mitigate project and other effects to avoid potential take, including harassment. 

 

Direct effects from project activities that occur in gray wolf habitat could affect individuals by 

causing disturbance to wolves resulting in temporary habitat avoidance.  In other national forests, 

like the Lassen, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife implements the 1-mile buffer 

from an active den or known rendezvous site.  Should activities occur within 1 mile of a known 

den or a wolf rendezvous site, a limited operating period is put into effect to avoid disturbances.  

This LOP and associated avoidances can mitigate adverse effects when wolves are particularly 

sensitive to human activity and reduce the possibility of den abandonment.  Gray wolves are 

highly mobile and have a broad range of habitat tolerance.  And although wolves are habitat 

generalists and are not dependent on tree structure, they require large areas of undisturbed habitat 

to retreat to with opportunities to find prey. 

 

Indirect effects from activities associated with the ongoing and proposed action could also cause 

disturbances that may lead to behavioral alterations to prey species, such as fleeing, or 

displacement.  Cumulative effects include impacts from private and state activities that occur 

near project areas.  One such activity is the proposed salvage logging project on the Tule Indian 

Reservation in the Windy Fire area.  See Attachment A – Windy South Fire Salvage Timber Sale 

Advertisement in Porterville Recorder.  Other causes of direct wolf mortality include starvation, 

disease, intraspecific aggression, interspecific conflicts, accidents, and human-related events 

such as illegal poaching and vehicle collisions (Paquet and Carbyn 2003).  These must all be 

considered and analyzed in the cumulative effects analyses. 

 

By taking a measured and deliberate approach and considering all of the potential effects based 

on this new information and these new circumstances, we can hopefully retain these wolves in 

the Sequoia National Forest and Giant Sequoia National Monument, which should be the 

underlying goal of the analysis and consultation. 
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For Sequoia ForestKeeper, the Kern-Kaweah Chapter of the Sierra Club, the Sequoia Taskforce 

of the Sierra Club, the John Muir Project of Earth Island Institute, and the Tule River 

Conservancy, 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
René Voss – Attorney at Law 

 

cc: Ara Marderosian and Alison Sheehey – Sequoia ForestKeeper 

 Stephen Montgomery – Kern-Kaweah Chapter of Sierra Club 

 Carla Cloer – Sequoia Task Force of the Sierra Club & Tule River Conservancy 

 Dr. Chad Hanson – John Muir Project of Earth Island Institute 
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Case No~ 300147 

ORDER TO SHOW 
CAUSE FOR 

CHANGE OF NAME 

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS: 

Petitioner.Joc~usJoseylll 

filedapetitioo with thiscourt 
for a deuee changiog l"lilme 
as follows: 

Presentl"lilme: 
~us Josey Ill 

Proposed l"lilme: 
~us Josey Duckworth 

THE COURT ORDERS that 
all persons interested in this 
matter appear befO«! this 
court at the hearing indi
cated ~ to show cause, 
if any, why the petition for 
change of name should not 
be granted. Any person ob
)ecting to the name changes 
~suibed abow must file 
a written objection that in
cludes the reasons for the 
objection at least two court 
days befO«! the matter is 
scheduled t o be heard and 
must appear at the hearing 
to show cause why the peti
tion should not be granted. If 
no written objection is timely 
filed, t he court may grant the 
petition without a hearing. 

NOTICE OF HEARING 
Date:9/05/2023 

Time:8:30A.M.,Oept~19 

SUPERIOR COURT OF 

300 East OIM! Aw. 
Portervi lle,U93257 

TULARE COUNTY 
SUPERIOR COURT 

A copy of this Order to show 
cause shall be published at 
least once each ~k for 
four successive weeks prior 
to the date set for hearing on 
the petition in the following 
newspaper of general circu
lation, printed in this county: 
Porterville Recorder. 

DATED: 07/2412023 
Stephanie cameron, Clerlt 

GARYM. JOHNSON 
JUDGE OF THE 
SUPERIOR COURT 

Aug. t ,8, 1S,22 
1228919 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
TIMBER FOR SALE 

TULE RIVER INDIAN 
RESERVATION 

WINDY SOUTH FIRE SAL
VAGE SALE, Tule River In
d ian Reservation. Sealed 
b ids, in duplicate, on forms 
provided thereof, marked 
outside Bid for timber, 
Windy South Fire Salvage 
Sale, to be opened at 2 :00 
PM, August 29th, 2023, and 
addressed to ian Cummins, 
Tribal Forester, Tule River 
Indian Reservation, 340 
North Reservation Road, 
Porterville, CA 93257. will 
be received until 2:00 PM 
local time, August 29th, 
2023. The sale contatns 
approximately 2 .500 mbf 
of sawlog conifer timber 
located on the Tule River 

CELEBRITY CIPHER 
by l uis Campos 
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0 2*3111 NEA. n .. dist. byAnclteW$McMe~ SynrjJCatPon 8-8 

Indian Reservation in Tu
lare County, CA. Estimated 
vollKTles by species are· 
white/red fir @ 1,400 mbl ; 
incense cedar @ 900 mbl; 
ponderosa & Jeffrey p ine a 
150 mbf; sugar pine@ 50 
mbf. These quantities am 
estimates only and shall not 
be const rued as a guaran
tee of the quantity of timber 
fO!' removal. There is also 
an undetermined volume 
of urvnerchantable timber 
that will be available to the 
purchaser at a fixed rate. 
Tribal timber is not subject 
to payment of the state tim
ber yield tax. There are no 
restrictions on the export 
of logs originating from this 
sale. Each sealed bid must 
state the pr ice per mbl, 
net Scribner scale. that will 
be paid lot timber of each 
species to be harvested 
as specified by the timber 
contract. Bid rates for each 
species must be submitted 
in both wOfd and nlKTlerical 
!Ofm. All bids must be typed 
with amounts typed out in 
full on approved bid forms 
No bid will be considered 
!Of less than: $ 12.00/mbf 
lor white/red fir; $3.00/mbl 
for ponderosa & Jeffrey 
pine (green g rade); $3.001 
mbf lor sugar pine (green 
g rade), $1.00/mbl lor stain 
grade pine, all species; and 
$40.00/mbf for incense ce
dar. The right to waive tech
nical defects and to reject 
any or all bids is expressly 
reserved. Each sealed bid 
must be accompanied by 
a certified check, cashiers 
check, bank draft, or mon
ey order d rawn payable to 
the Tule River Tribal Coun
cil, or cash, in the amount 
of $5.500.00. The deposit 
of the successful bidder 
will be applied as part of 
the purchase price against 
t imber to be cut or will be 
retained as liquidated dam
ages if the b idder does not 

eXecute the contract The 
deposit will be returned 
to unsuccessful bidders. 
A $8,000.00 performance 
bond must be submitted 
within fifteen (15) days of 
the award of the contract. 
The performance bond re
quirement may be met by 
submitting an Irrevocable 
l etter of Cred it acceptable 
to the Approving Officer. 
The purchaser shall cut and 
pay for all designated tim
ber on or before November 
15th, 2024, and shall com
plete all other obligations 
on Of befOfe the contract 
expiration date of Decem
ber 31st, 2024. Standard 
Cont ract Provision Bt 3.6 
provides for Indian Prefer
ence in employment by the 
purchaser and his/her sub
contractors under this con
tract, of Indians at the same 
wages as other labor, and 
in preference to other labor 
not already in hiS/her em
ployment, whenever Indian 
labor seeking employment 
is qualified. A p rospectus, 
sale map, b id forms, and 
further inl01mation regard
ing the timber. conditions 
of sale, and submission of 
bids may be obtained from 
the Tule River Tribal Natural 
Resources Department 01-
fice, 1010 N. Reservation 
Road, P01terville, CA. 93257 
by phone (559) 853-61630f 
by email to ian.cummins@ 
tulerivertribe-nsn.gov. or 
from the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, Pacific Regional 
Office, Branch of Forestry, 
2800 Cottage Way, Sacra
mento, CA (916) 978-6080. 
Dated this day of August 
7th at Sacramento, CA by 
Amy Dutschke, Regional 
Director, Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, Pacific Region. 

Aug. B, 1-T 
#230930 

NOTICE TO GENERAL 
CONTRACTORS: 

INVITATION TO BID 
WOODVILLE ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL DISTRICT 

The Woodville Elementary 
School District is hereby 
giving Notice to Contrac
tOfs that sealed bids will be 
received for the following 
project: 

Sit! and utility work lor th! 
R! location of thr!! modular 
preschool classrooms 

Contract documents may be 
examined and/or obtained 
electronically through the 
Architect, 1736 S Central 
St., Visalia, CA 93277, (559) 
738-0309, Monday through 
Friday, between Bam and 
Spm, Of at the Tulare-Kings 
County Builders Exchange 
(Visalia), the Central Valley 
Builders Exchange (Fres~ 
no), Kern County Builders 
Exchange (Bakersfield), or 
McGraw Hill Dodge (Sac
ramento). Files may be ob
tained by 
contacting the Architect, 
Doug Janzen, at doug@ 
dkjarchitects.com, Dwayne 
Allen 
dwayn!@dkjarchii!Ci s.com or 
Tiffany Ford at tiffany@dkjar
chit!cls.com 

Prevailing wages and reg
istration with the DIR is re
quired. The project requires 
a B-license Classification. 

A MANDATORY p re-bid 
conference has been 
scheduled for Thursday 
August 17, 2023 at 1:00pm, 
at the p roject site: 16541 
Road 168, Porterville, CA 
93257. Hard 
Copy BIDS in a sealed en
velope will be due prior to 
11 :OOAM (PST] on Thurs
day Aug 24, 2023 at the 

TUESDAY AuG' l 2021 

Aug. 8, 15 
#232194 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
FICTTTIOUSBUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

FBNNUMBER: 
2023-0001332 

Fktitious Business Name 

Business Address: 
2311 W.OrangeAve 
Porterville(a93257 

Registrant Address(es) 
Miller, Amanda 
23tt W. OrangeAve 
Porterville(a 932S7 

Miller, Shane William 
23tt W.OrangeAve 
Porterville(a932S7 

Began Transacting 
Bosiness:l/1812023 

Statement Expires On: 
7118/2028 

A new fictitious business 
l"lilme statement must be 
filedbeforetheexpiratioo. 

Business is conducted by: 
A Married Couple 

Signed: 
Shane W. M iller 

This statement was filed in 
the office of Tara Freitas, CPA, 
County Clerk ofTulare County 
on ..luly 18, 2023 by Rosana 
Ibarra, Deputy Clerk. 

Aug.1,8, 15, 22 
1228407 

HERE KITIY, KITIY! 
Give your kitty a new home 

Call 784-5000 ext. 3 
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