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Sunfish Timber Sale Update
Fourmile Project in the Cheguamegon-Nicolet
National Forest

* Satellite imagery
* Site visit photos as of February 6, 9-10, 2024

Site visit and satellite imagery reveals logging of mature and
old-growth trees occurring during thawed ground conditions.



Fourmile timber sales
« Sunfish is the first timber sale, and furthest
advanced.

 Sunfish: Interior hardwood. Mature / old-growth
forest with old-growth characteristics.

« “GNA Sales” = God Neighbor Sales administered by
WDNR under USFS contract, to maximize logging.
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Sunfish Sale, October 2023
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Sunfish Sale, December 27, 2023
Min: 27F, average 31F, high: 37F
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Sunfish Timber Sale, January 31, 2024
Min: 30F, average 34F, high: 44F
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Sunfish Timber Sale, February 2, 2024
Min: 22F, average 29F, high: 42F

AN v
x WA ‘.1 \ :
- e St H YT

Y 54562, US

O

Camp Nicolet

z
A
[
)

-

>
Ql

ELPC.ORG

ﬁ ENVIRONMENTAL LAW
= & POLICY CENTER



Sunfish Timber Sale, February 7, 2024
Min: 31F, average 39F, high: 45F
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Photo taken on February 6, 2024 at Fourmile logging road, at Divide Road



Photo taken on February 6, 2024 at Fourmile, Divide Road
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Many cut trees exceed proposed USFS old-growth definition, by diameter

Table 17.—Eastern Region old-growth community types, corresponding FIA forest types, and
large tree diameter and density and stand age minima

Tree Diameter Trees Stand
Old-growth Type FIA Forest Type Code (inches) peracre| Age

Besch maple basswood 805 16 10 141

Morthern hardwood 520, 801, 802, BO9 16 10 141
162, 163, 165, 167, 182, 184, 404, 405,

Dry oak 501, 502, 506, 507, 509, 510, 513, 515 18 20 101

Mesic northern oak 503, 504, 505, 511, 512, 516 20 5 161
701, 702, 703, 704, 705, 706, 707, 708,

Wetland hardwood 709 18 10 191

Conifer northern hardwood 104, 105, 401 16 10 144

Morthern pine 101, 102, 103 12 20 104

Montane spruce 121,123, 124, 128, 129 15 10 141

Sub-boreal spruce/fir 122, 125 12 10 144

Other All aothers 14 10 101

https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/mature-and-old-
growth-forests-tech.pdf
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February 10, 2024 Visit to Sunfish Timber Sale, Fourmile Project, CNNF
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February 10, 2024 Visit to Sunfish Timber Sale, Fourmile Project, CNNF
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February 10, 2024 Visit to Sunfish Timber Sale, Fourmile Project, CNNF

Heavy equipment operated on soft ground, causing soil damage, compaction.

Images do not always reflect rut depth.
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Sunfish Log Piles Reveal Mature and Old-Growth Harvesting
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This tree was over 140 years old, | (A | OO RS uﬁ,
sprouted back in the 19t century. I\ Al

e Each pin represents 10 years of
growth rings.

They go back to 1920, with another
35-50 rings in the center.

* Diameter was measured at 19+”.
There were many similar and larger
logs.

* More accurate estimating is
needed for more measurements,
with species.

* Conclusion: Independent post-
mortem study is needed.
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Sunfish Log Piles Reveal Mature and Old-Growth Harvesting
Forest Service prioritizing pulp markets over mature and old-growth conservation.

We have a climate crisis and need MOG trees and forests.
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A sample of the many MOG Log Piles of Fourmile, Sunfish Sale
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